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JOINT DECLARATION 
 

 

 

We, Members of the Pan-African Parliament and the European Parliament, 

gathered in Midrand, on 14-15 November 2025, under the theme “Renewing 
Africa-Europe Parliamentary Cooperation in a Changing Global Context”, to 

discuss joint messages and recommendations aimed at the AU–EU Heads of 

State and Government to ensure that citizens’ voices and aspirations are 

integrated in the AU–EU Summit, to be held in Luanda, Angola; 

 

Noting that the AU–EU Heads of State and Government Summit marks a 

critical juncture for the evaluation and reinvigoration of the partnership 

between Africa and Europe, aligned to the AU development priorities as 

articulated in Agenda 2063, the EU’s development priorities and the AU-EU 

Strategy; 

 

Reaffirming that our shared vision of a partnership of equals is founded on 

principles of democracy, respect for human rights, the rule of law, and 

accountable governance as essential preconditions for durable peace, stability, 

and sustainable development;  

 

Emphasizing that transparent and democratic institutions are the cornerstone 

of mutual trust between Africa and Europe, and of citizens’ confidence in this 

partnership; 

 

Reflecting on the 25th anniversary of the formal AU–EU Partnership, which 

provides a timely opportunity to take stock of progress, identify gaps, and shape 

a future-oriented partnership anchored in the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and AU Agenda 2063; 



 

Recalling the 2007 Joint Africa-EU Strategy and the 2017 Abidjan Appeal of the 

European Parliament and the Pan-African Parliament; 

 

Acknowledging the 2025 AU Theme of the Year on "Justice for Africans and 

People of African Descent through Reparations", and its importance and place 

within a renewed and equitable Africa – Europe partnership; 

 

Emphasizing the role of the European Parliament and the Pan-African 

Parliament in ensuring accountability, oversight and citizen engagement in the 

effective implementation of AU–EU commitments, for the mutual benefit of 

both continents and their peoples; 

 

Now, therefore: 

 

I. On general considerations 

 

1. Renew our firm commitment to multilateralism, international cooperation 

and parliamentary diplomacy founded on the principles of the UN Charter, 

the Sustainable Development Goals and the Africa's agenda 2063 as a means 

to resolve the complex political, security and socio-economic challenges facing 

our continents and to promote human rights, democracy, good governance, 

the rule of law, peace and security;  

 

2. Also renew our commitment to a strong and effective partnership, which 

guarantees the interests of our peoples, fosters greater cooperation and 

understanding, and addresses the interconnected challenges that lie ahead, 

for the benefit of our continents. We call in particular on Europe to step up 

concrete actions and strategic communication and visibility across Africa, 

clearly demonstrating the tangible benefits of the EU-AU partnership; 

 

3. Commit to promote the strengthening of global health, sustainable 

international agri-food systems, climate resilience.  

 

4. Call for the reform of the international financial architecture and the global 

governance system, including granting Africa permanent seats on the UN 

Security Council ;  

 

5. Urge the AU–EU Heads of State and Government to lay out a new path for 

our partnership, building on the progress achieved since the adoption of the 

"Joint Vision for 2030" and centralising the crucial role of parliamentary 

oversight to ensure that governments and institutions are held accountable 

for their actions and that our partnership delivers tangible results for 

citizens; 

 



 

II. Concerning Peace and security in Africa and Europe and its global 
impact 

 

6. Reaffirm our unwavering commitment to promoting peace and security in 

Africa and Europe, rooted in the principles of multilateralism and respect 

for international law, and work jointly to promote political stability, 

anchored in democratic principles, universal suffrage, and accountable 

governance as a cornerstone of sustainable peace.  

 

7. Reject military interventions and support dialogue and inclusive, peaceful 

solutions that prioritize the needs and aspirations of African and 

European citizens, and to this end, call on the African Union and the 

European Union to join forces to support, protect and promote states' 

sovereignty and territorial integrity;  

 

8. Reaffirm our commitment to promoting gender equality and equity, and 

women's empowerment, and support the full implementation of the 

Women, Peace and Security (WPS) Agenda, on the occasion of the 25th 

Anniversary of UNSC Resolution 1325. In this respect, strongly condemn 

all forms of violence against women and girls, including female genital 

mutilation and the use of sexual violence as weapons of war and commit 

to fight these abuses through our joint efforts which must include 

adequate legislation to hold perpetrators accountable and provide justice, 

reparation and support to the victims;  

 

9. Call for reinforced cooperation to counter hybrid threats, foreign 

information manipulation, cyber criminality and the spread of online hate 

speech, while upholding freedom of expression and media independence, 

and commit to work together to promote regulatory frameworks and 

educational measures to counter misinformation, disinformation and 

malinformation, strengthen media resilience, support digital literacy 

initiatives in partnership with professional journalists, newsrooms, civil 

society, tech platforms, and international and regional organisations; 

 

10. Reaffirm the principle of African-led and African-owned peace processes, 

supported through fair and predictable financing, and call for the 

European Peace Facility and the AU Peace Fund to be recalibrated to 

ensure joint decision-making, transparency and accountability. 

 

11. Welcome the recent peace agreement between Rwanda and the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to end the conflict in the eastern 

DRC and, in this respect: 

 



11.1. Express deep concern over the continuing violence, human rights abuses 

and insecurity in eastern DRC; 

 

11.2.  Stress that, in order to achieve lasting peace and stability, the economic 

dimensions of the conflict must be addressed, including the illegal 

exploitation of natural resources and raw materials, and further that 

justice for victims of war crimes, including conflict-related sexual violence, 

must be guaranteed; 

 

12. Express deep concern over the devastating conflict in Sudan and strongly 

condemn all atrocities, including the deliberate targeting of civilians and 

the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war. Accordingly: 

 

12.1. Call upon both the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and the Sudanese Armed 

Forces (SAF) to engage fully and in good faith in the peace negotiations to 

cease all crimes against civilians, and to ensure unhindered humanitarian 

access;  

 

12.2. Urge all international actors to respect the United Nations arms embargo 

and to end any transfers of weapons or support to the warring parties;  

 

12.3. Further call for Africa-led accountability mechanisms and measures for 

genocide and for strengthened AU and EU co-operation to protect 

civilians, secure humanitarian access and call for EU support for African 

Union peace efforts; 

 

13. Urgently call for collective action to prevent a global crisis arising from 

the ongoing conflicts in the Middle East and Sahel, including reinforced 

efforts to protect civilians in Palestine and the Sahel, particularly women 

and children who continue to face grave violations and targeted violence;    

 

14. Reiterate the call for a ceasefire and subsequent negotiations to resolve 

the war between Russia and Ukraine for a just, comprehensive and 

lasting peace and to preserve international peace and security, in 

accordance with the UN Charter and other relevant principles of 

international law, including the principle of peaceful settlement of 

disputes;  

 

III. Concerning Promotion of Reciprocal Opportunities for Youth Mobility 
 

15. Call for a renewed AU-EU partnership that places young people at its 

centre, and in particular, the strengthening of student and research 

exchange programmes, and enhanced support for universities, vocational 

institutes, and youth-led initiatives that promote skills development, 

innovation, and knowledge exchange; 



 

16. Call also for bold financial and technical commitments to support youth-

led initiatives, including emerging businesses and start-ups, and urge the 

expansion of initiatives that promote reciprocal opportunities for young 

people; 

 

17. Commit to supporting Africa's focus on value-adding industrialization, 

and to developing its processing and manufacturing capabilities to 

capture value and create jobs, particularly for the benefit of young 

Africans;  

 

18. Pledge to work together to increase investment in youth empowerment 

initiatives, through parliamentary advocacy, promoting policies and 

legislation that support youth development, education, scholarship 

exchange and apprenticeship and employment opportunities;  

 

19. Call for the establishment a dedicated Africa-EU Youth Innovation Fund 

to provide critical financing for start-ups and community projects led by 

young entrepreneurs; 

 

20. Call for humane and dignified treatment and adherence of international 

human rights standards in respect of African migrants in Europe; 

 

21. Commit in our respective Parliaments to encourage circular mobility, 

while avoiding brain drain, and ensuring that investments in African 

youth also directly benefit African countries. In this respect, we commit 

to work together to advance the development of transparent and fair visa 

policies that enable legal mobility, and to promote reciprocal opportunities 

for young people, including education, training, and employment 

opportunities; 

 

22. Recognise that migration is a shared reality that generates major 

challenges for both continents and that can only offer opportunities if 

properly and responsibly addressed and, in this respect: 

 

22.1. Encourage the Governments of the AU and EU Member States to involve 

parliaments, civil society and youth in existing and future bilateral and 

regional dialogues to improve cooperation and find sustainable solutions 

- in particular the Rabat and Khartoum processes.  

 

22.2. Call for a strengthened cooperation between countries of origin, of transit 

and of destination, to dismantle smuggling networks and improve returns;  

 

22.3. Also Call on Governments of AU and EU Member States to harness the 

potential of Africa’s young population as a transformative force that must 



be empowered through education, innovation, and employment 

opportunities; 

 

22.4. Call further for expanded academic mobility under Erasmus+ and AU 

Scholarship schemes, and to ensure mutual recognition of qualifications 

and strengthening of intra-African and Africa-Europe skills exchange; 

 

22.5. Encourage support for youth innovation hubs and digital 

entrepreneurship as levers for sustainable job creation; 

 

22.6. Reiterate the imperative for youth participation in governance and peace 

initiatives as non-negotiable for democratic renewal and lasting political, 

economic and social stability; 

 

IV. Concerning Advancement of a Prosperous and Sustainable Africa-
Europe Agenda: Investing in a Shared Future 

 

23. Call for increased cooperation between Europe and Africa to foster 

equitable trade practices, invest in human capital, ensure access to fair 

international financing and support the development of infrastructure 

and industries. In this regard: 

 

23.1. Call also for the creation of a dedicated-Africa-Europe industrialization 

pact under the joint auspices of the AU, the EU and regional development 

banks, to mobilise public and private capital; 

 

23.2. Call further for ensuring that the proposed dedicated EU-Africa 

industrialization pact is designed in such a way that Africa is not just a 

source of raw materials, but a hub for processing, manufacturing and 

innovation;  

 

23.3. Demand that, as part of the proposed EU-Africa industrialization pact, a 

European-African Infrastructure Fund is launched, to promote long-term 

investment in transport, energy, water, and digital networks without 

trapping African nations in unsustainable debt, focusing on modern 

infrastructure, irrigation systems, and renewable energy able to 

transform livelihoods and increase food, water, and energy security; 

 

24. Recognize the strategic importance of critical raw materials for both 

Africa and Europe and stress that cooperation in this field must be 

founded on mutual benefit, transparency and sustainability. In this 

respect: 

 



24.1. Call for strengthening Europe’s resilience by diversifying away from 

excessive dependencies through partnerships that promote responsible 

mining, local value addition and skills development;  

 

24.2. Commit to ensuring that initiatives under the Global Gateway Africa-

Europe Investment Package foster resilient, fair and environmentally 

responsible supply chains, ensuring that resource cooperation contributes 

to sustainable and inclusive growth and economic diversification in 

African countries; 

 

25. Commit also to ensuring that the strategic potential of the Global 

Gateway initiative can serve not only as an investment platform but as a 

tool to strengthen the AU-EU partnership; to align political commitment 

and geopolitical ambitions and, in this respect, call for a renewed 

commitment to timely delivery, stronger local ownership in the 

identification of projects as well as well-defined private sector engagement 

and to  accelerate the realization of projects, streamlining the amount of 

flagship projects with the aim of maximizing the impact of the initiative; 

 

26. Stress that all Global Gateway investments must avoid unsustainable 

debt, promote fiscal transparency, and ensure local ownership, our 

cooperation with the private sector, in particular Small and Medium 

Enterprises and start-ups, is essential to create inclusive economic 

opportunities and strengthen domestic value chains including, investing 

in renewable energy, sustainable transportation corridors, digital 

connectivity, and digital skills, as well as providing vital support for 

healthcare, education, and research systems; 

 

27. Also stress that health security is a shared global challenge and express 

deep concern that significant budget cuts undo decades of progress in 

global health, putting millions of lives at risk especially 

disproportionately affecting women and children;  

 

28. Further stress the importance of maintaining international funding for 

life-saving health programmes, such as HIV/AIDS, Malaria and 

Tuberculosis prevention and treatments; we call for continued cooperation 

on pandemic preparedness, local pharmaceutical production and 

universal health coverage; 

 

29. Call for a dedicated EU strategy for engagement in fragile contexts under 

the future Global Europe instrument, integrating political dialogue, 

peacebuilding, humanitarian aid and development action, while stressing 

the need for ring-fenced humanitarian aid in the next multiannual 

financial framework; and underline the need to improve the visibility and 



coordination of EU-funded projects through stronger EU delegations and 

genuine partnerships with African stakeholders; 

 

30. Also Call for further enhancement of the existing AU-EU joint programme 

to provide technical and financial assistance for AfCFTA's institutions, 

customs harmonization and private-sector readiness, and, in this respect, 

commit to play our part in this process by developing a regular legislative 

dialogue and sharing good practices;    

 

31. Recognize the transformative power of culture and arts in building 

understanding of our identities; we stress the need to deepen cooperation 

in these fields as a means to enhance people-to-people ties. We believe 

cultural and artistic exchanges, joint creative projects, and support for 

mobility of artists and cultural professionals can foster mutual respect, 

intercultural dialogue, and a better appreciation of the diverse historical 

heritages that connect our continents. We commit to promote cooperation 

between cultural institutions, the preservation of cultural heritage and 

restitution of cultural goods as a foundation for a renewed partnership 

between Africans and Europeans; 

 

V. Concerning Institutionalization of Parliamentary Engagement 
 

32. Call for the institutionalization of the parliamentary dimension to make 

it an integral component of the AU-EU institutional framework.  

 

33. Underscore the role of Parliaments in bringing a crucial people-to-people 

dimension to the AU-EU partnership, and their systematic involvement 

is essential to ensure citizen representation, public oversight, and to 

provide a democratic dimension to the summit's deliberations and 

outcomes. 

 

34. Support the creation of a Permanent PAP–EP Civil Society and Youth 

Forum as a mechanism for continuous citizen engagement. 

 

35. Call upon AU and EU institutions to ensure that budgetary support and 

policy frameworks recognise parliaments as full actors in the governance 

chain. 

 

 

Pledge of Joint Actions 

 

1. We will revitalize joint parliamentary dialogue between the European 

Parliament and the Pan-African Parliament as a forum for democratic 

dialogue and oversight, in particular the institutionalization of the Pre-

Summit Parliamentary Meeting ahead of every AU-EU Summit; 



 

2. We commit to strengthening our partnership dialogue by establishing 

Parliament-to-Parliament annual meetings, where we will address 

strategic priorities, and use the platform to call on the executives and 

implementing partners to provide parliamentarians with progress reports 

and all necessary information, enabling them to exercise their legitimate 

democratic oversight including, on Global Gateway funding projects; 

 

3. We commit to strengthen the role of parliaments and emphasize the 

importance of free, fair, equal and inclusive elections, as provided for in 

the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance (ACDEG) 

and similar instruments that govern the conduct of elections in the EU; 

 

4. We commit to work together to deepen dialogue and undertake joint 

actions towards the effective return of African artifacts within a renewed 

and equitable Africa – Europe partnership; 

 

5. We commit to integrating a youth dimension into our joint actions, 

through a joint Youth Strategy that builds on the successes of existing 

parliamentary platforms for regular Africa-EU Youth Forums that align 

with the Sustainable Development Goals, Agenda 2030 and Africa's 

Agenda 2063; 

 

6. We reaffirm that our partnership must deliver concrete, measurable 

results. We therefore propose that future declarations include time-bound 

objectives and periodic progress indicators, allowing both parliaments to 

assess implementation. Renewed engagement must remain firmly 

anchored in democratic values, gender equality, and fundamental 

freedoms, ensuring accountability and tangible benefits for the people of 

Africa and Europe; 

 

7. We will ensure that the Africa-EU partnership remains high on the 

agendas of both our institutions, including within the European 

Parliament Delegations for relations with the Pan-African Parliament,  

the Africa-EU Parliamentary Assembly, the Delegation for relations 

South Africa, and the OACPS-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, and 

work together to promote mutual understanding, cooperation, and 

accountability, with a particular focus on the needs and aspirations of our 

people. 

 

 

 

Midrand, Republic of South Africa, 

24 November 2025 


